
YOUth4COP Assignment

There are 2 option for all participants,

The first option is to take up the case study and write a 500 word document

OR

The second option is to choose any 1 of the 5 below listed statements, critically analyse

the statement, and write a 500 word article.

DEADLINE: 10th September, 2024

Use of AI tools such as ChatGPT for responding to questions is strictly prohibited.

Case Study: Mitigating Climate Change and Addressing Loss & Damage in

South Asia: A Focus on Climate Justice and Climate Finance

South Asia is one of the most vulnerable regions to the impacts of climate change, with countries

like India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka facing severe consequences such as extreme

weather events, rising sea levels, and loss of biodiversity. The region is also characterized by

significant socio-economic disparities, making the issue of climate justice crucial in

policy-making. The Paris Agreement emphasizes the need for financial support to developing

nations for both mitigation and adaptation efforts. However, the distribution of climate finance

and the mechanisms to address loss and damage remain contentious issues.

This case study aims to encourage students to think critically about the challenges and

opportunities in formulating climate policies that are just, inclusive, and effective in mitigating

the impacts of climate change in India and South Asia.

Scenario:

In recent years, India and its neighboring countries have experienced unprecedented weather

events such as cyclones, floods, and heatwaves, resulting in significant loss of life, livelihoods,

and infrastructure. Despite these challenges, the region's greenhouse gas emissions are rising,

driven by industrial growth and energy demands. South Asia's contribution to global emissions

remains relatively low compared to developed countries, yet the region bears a disproportionate

burden of climate impacts.



Task: Developing policy recommendations for India and South Asia to address the following key

issues:

1. Mitigation Strategies:

● How can India and South Asia balance economic growth with the need to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions?

● What role can renewable energy play in this transition, and what policies are needed to

support its expansion?

● How can regional cooperation be enhanced to implement joint mitigation efforts?

2. Climate Finance:

● What mechanisms should be established to ensure equitable distribution of climate

finance to the most vulnerable communities and countries in the region?

● How can South Asia attract more international climate finance while ensuring

transparency and accountability in its utilization?

● What role can public-private partnerships play in mobilizing additional resources for

climate action?

3. Climate Justice and Loss & Damage:

● How should India and South Asia address the issue of loss and damage, particularly for

vulnerable communities such as coastal populations, farmers, and indigenous groups?

● What policies should be put in place to ensure that those most affected by climate change

are included in decision-making processes?

● How can South Asia advocate for stronger international support and recognition of loss

and damage in global climate negotiations?

Essay Prompts:

1. 1/4th global electricity consumption is due to public space lighting. A consortium of

space experts globally suggested a spatial reflecting body to reflect sun rays back to earth

to cut down on energy consumption.

2.  For the first time in climate negotiations, the COP28 deal promises to move away from

fossil fuels, to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees. The agreement talks about tripling

renewable energy capacity and doubling energy efficiency by 2030 and calls for a

phase-out of unabated coal power.

3. Huge number of parties emphasised the need for equity, differentiated responsibilities

and concrete financing in climate action. Discuss the most ideal option for Sustainable

Development.

4. South Asia faces the dilemma of pursuing rapid economic development while also

conserving its rich biodiversity and natural resources. Critically assess the tension

between development projects (e.g., infrastructure, industrialization) and environmental

conservation. Reflect on how youth can engage in this debate to promote sustainable

development practices that do not sacrifice environmental integrity.



5. The concept of "Loss and Damage" remains a contentious issue within the UNFCCC.

Should developed countries be obligated to compensate South Asian nations for the

climate-related losses they suffer? A Grant or a Loan? Reflect on the political and ethical

implications of this debate and discuss how youth in South Asia can influence global

negotiations to ensure fair compensation for vulnerable communities.


